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Zoo Campout 
 

We saw an owl poop and much more during our 
visit to the Zoo!  Our behind-the-scenes tour 
gave us insights into the different careers that 
one can find at the zoo, along with some close 
looks at an owl, gecko and snake.   
 

After the tour, we buddied up and explored the Zoo until closing 
time.  All sorts of interesting animals including things such as a 
warty pig, colobus and an Amur tiger.  Also, some more familiar 
ones like lion, elephant and sea lion.   
 

After leaving the zoo, we made the 5-minute drive to our home for 
the night, Camp Guyasuta, a BSA camp in the heart of 
Pittsburgh.  We had some brand-new Scouts, along with some 
Scouts who have been with us for a while, but had never 
camped.  Despite the below freezing overnight temperatures, 
everybody had a great time in camp.  The roaring fire helped.   
 

On Sunday, we visited an historical 
engineering marvel, the Duquesne 
Incline.  We rode to the top to take in 
the view of the Three Rivers, all the 
downtown skyscrapers, the football 
and baseball stadiums, as well as 
vistas that stretched for miles.  On 

the way home we stopped for ice cream to refresh us before 
heading back to State College.  -article and photos by Mr. Baker  
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UPCOMING  

April 2 
Adult Leaders Meeting, 6pm, St. Paul’s 
PLC, 7pm, St. Paul’s 
 

April 5-7 
Spring Camporee, Pleasant Gap Fire Co. 
 

April 9 
Swim test, 7pm, YMCA 
 

April 10 
Committee Meeting, 7pm, St. Paul’s 
 

April 16 
Canoe Familiarization, 6:30pm, Colyer Lake 
 

April 19-21 
Philmont Trainer 
 

April 20 
Watershed Cleanup, 8-noon, Curtin Village 
 

April 23 
Orienteering, 6:30 
 

April 30 
Court of Honor, 6:30, Circleville Park 
 

May 3-5 
New Scout Campout, 7 Mtns. Scout Camp 
 

Cover photo: Pittsburgh Zoo Campout, 3/23-24, 2024, photo by 

Mr. Baker 
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Welcome New Scouts! 
 

We are excited to welcome these new scouts: 
Troop 31B   Troop 31 G 
Eames A   Astrid H 
Oskar G    Penelope H 
Ben R, from Pack 31  Kira L 
Stephen L , from Pack 31 Nela S 
 
 

Egg Stuffing 
 

    
 

 
-3/19/24, photos by Mr. Hillsley 

 
 

Thank yous 
 

A SCOUT IS HELPFUL - Scouts in Community Service 

 Big thank you to Lincoln S., Ceci S., Cooper B, 
Mr. Rand, Ms. Cahill, Mr. Sandoval-Strausz, Mrs. 
Brumberg and Mrs. Hill for their help at the Elks 
Hoop Shoot! 

Big thank you to Gavin H., Simon V., and Ms. 
Jenkins for their support at the BACP Home Show! 

 

Hoagie Sale                       
                     

Marianna’s Hoagie & Pizza sale! All items $10. 
Orders and payment (checks payable to Troop 31) 
due to Mrs. Messner by April 16. Pick up on April 
29th from 4:30-6:30pm at the Messner’s, 521 E. 
Prospect Avenue. 

 
 

Eagle Recognition 
 

On March 9, 2024, Asher C. attended the Nittany 
Mountain District Annual Recognition Dinner and was 
recognized for attaining the rank of Eagle. 
 

 

Reminders 
 

Scouts:  Make sure your Health & Medical Forms are 
completely up-to-date. They must be renewed 
annually. A & B portions of the form are the minimum 
necessary for ALL Scouts. Those Scouts who wish to 
attend summer camp or High Adventure  
must complete part C and have their physician sign 
it. Forms should be submitted to Mrs. Brumberg.   
Keep a copy for your records!  
 

Adults:  Don’t forget your position        
training requirements.  
 

 Scribe Corner 
 

* Thank you to Dr. Miller from the Halfmoon Valley 
Animal Hospital. Dr. Miller gave us a wonderful tour 
and we were able to learn a lot about the job. He even 
showed us a cancerous spleen that he removed from 
a dog the day before. 
 

* Thank you to those who continue to contribute to 
the Ed Brezovec Fund.  

By Ryan H., Scribe 

 

 
 

 

Follow Troop 31 on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/Troop31StateCollegePa 
 
 

Visit www.troop31.us for more information. 
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(t) Fully trained for position   (w) Wood Badge 
 
SCOUTMASTERS 

Ken Hillsley  (t) 814-360-8914 klh124@psu.edu                         

Jeannie Peters  (t) (w) G    jpp198@gmail.com                        
 
ASSISTANT SCOUTMASTERS 

Kurt Baker  (t) 814-867-5702 kfb3@psu.edu                 
Program 

Brian Brandenburg (t)   brian.brandenburg123@gmail.com             
Cathleen Cahill  
David Dunklebarger (t) 
Paul Haris (t)    paulharis@aol.com  
Christina Hill (t)   chill9687@gmail.com  

John Messner (t)   j.messner@me.com                 
     
Brian Opperman (t)   brianbob99@gmail.com  
Jeannie Peters B (t)  (w)  jpp198@gmail.com 
Andrew K. Sandoval-Strausz  aksandov@gmail.com  
William Sitzabee   wes25@psu.edu  
Neil Sullivan G (t)   sneilus@yahoo.com  
Phil Thorndike (t)   jpthorndike87@gmail.com   

Aaron Vath (t)   avath@progressrail.com                
 
TROOP COMMITTEE 

Kelly Walker (t)   kelmick@aol.com                 
Chair – Boys 
 

Nicholas Peters (t)  814-852-9468 nickjp121@gmail.com               
Chair – Girls 
 

Don O’Connell 814-330-5121 doconnell@t2binteriors.com     
Chartered Org. Rep. 
 
Alan Wrye (t) 814-237-0108 awwrye@comcast.net 
Advancement  
 
Chris Rand    t31treasurer@gmail.com     
Treasurer B/G 

Phil Thorndike (t)   jpthorndike87@gmail.com        
Quartermaster 
 
 

 troop shed key 
 

 
 

TROOP COMMITTEE 
Rick Marboe  (t) (w) 814-880-5199 rick@marboe.com 
Adult Training 
 
Kelly Walker (t)   kelmick@aol.com     
Hospitality  
 
Lori Smith    lasmith723@gmail.com  
Newsletter 
 
Katie Brumberg (t)   katie.brumberg@gmail.com  
Merit Badge Coordinator 
 
Emily Brandenburg    emmyg53@gmail.com  
Adult Volunteer Clearance Coord. 
 
Ken Hillsley (t)   klh124@psu.edu   
Summer Camp Coordinator 
 
Tory Jenkins (t)   tory.jenkins@gmail.com  
Webelos Coordinator 
 
Gargi Bhattacharyya   gargi.bt@gmail.com  
Trading Post  
 
Anne Messner (t) (w)   messnerski@gmail.com  
Community Service Coordinator 
 
(open) 
Fundraising Chair 
 
 
ADVISORS  
Brian Brandenburg                brian.brandenburg123@gmai.com 
Webmaster Advisor 
 
Jodi Vender (t)   jvender@gmail.com   
Historian Advisor 
 
(open)     
Chaplain Advisor 
 
Anne Messner (t) (w)   messnerski@gmail.com 
Scribe Advisor 
 
  
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS    

Bernadette Brezovec (t)     
Tracy Burns (t) 
Craig Colwell 
David Eng    davideng321@gmail.com  
Mechteld Hillsley 
Scott Huber (t) 
Hyeseon Kim (t) 
Frank Savino (t) 

Jon Pitt (t)  717-222-0257
 jonathanspitt@gmail.com 

 
ASSISTANT SCOUTMAST 
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