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Summer Camp Wrap-up 
 
Summer Camp 2024 at Seven Mountains Scout Camp was a 
success.  The lake held out just long enough for those working on 
boating merit badges to get their work done. Much fun was had, 
including a Camp Seven Mountains first, a karaoke dance party 
that continued late into the night.   
 

Special thanks to Mrs. Brezovec and Mrs. Walker for stopping out 
at camp and providing some much needed respite to our other 
adult leaders.  

-submitted by Mrs. Peters 
 

 

Seeking Ice Cream Volunteers 
 

State College Downtown Rotary, our charter organization, is 
seeking Troop 31B & G and Pack 31 volunteers to assist with their 
Ice Cream Festival Saturday August 3rd and YOU can help! Shifts 
are 9:30-12:30 and 12:30-3:30.  Use this link to sign up: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A49AAAA22AA8-
50378636-icecream?useFullSite=true#/ 
 
If you are 5’5”ish and of slim build, we need 
a Daniel Tiger!  A parent must accompany 
you and you will get cool down breaks and 
free ice cream!!  Contact Mrs. Walker at 
kelmick@aol.com if interested. 
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UPCOMING  

August 6 
Adult Leaders Meeting, 6pm, St. Paul’s 
PLC meeting, 7pm, St. Paul’s 
 

August 13 
Bike Maintenance, 6:30pm, PSU Bike Den 
 

August 14 
Committee Meeting, 7pm, St. Paul’s 
 

August 16-18 
Biking Campout, Abandoned PA Turnpike 
 

August 20 
Annual Planning, 6:30pm, Bernel Road Park 
 

August 25 
10 mile hike, 12:15pm, Mosh. State Forest 
 

August 27 
Biking, 6:30pm, Harvest Fields 
 

September 10 
Court of Honor, 6:30pm, Circleville Park 
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Philmont Trek 

 

A crew of 8 scouts and 4 leaders from Troop 31 
spent two weeks in mid-June camping and hiking at 
Philmont Scout Ranch in northern New 
Mexico.  The crew was part of a Juniata Valley 
Council contingent of 4 crews made up of over 40 
scouts and leaders from Troop 31, Troop 245 (State 
College), Troop 34 (Bellefonte), and Troop 358 
(Martinsburg). 
 

After flying into Denver, Colorado, the Council 
Contingent spent two days acclimating to the 
higher elevation and touring southwest Colorado 
including visits to Garden of the Gods and Cave of 
the Winds parks near Colorado Springs, and Great 
Sand Dunes National Park.   
 

At Philmont, the crew completed its 12-day, 85 mile 
trek around the South Country with stays in many 
beautiful staffed and trail camps.  Hiking highlights 
included summiting Mt. Philips at over 11,500 ft 
(and enjoying the snow at the top!), surviving the 
grueling "stairmaster"/cliff trail from Fish Camp to 
Abreu, catching sunrise at Tooth of Time, and then 
hiking into Base Camp from the Tooth of Time ridge 
to finish out the trek.   

 
-photo submitted by Mr. Hillsley 

Wildlife seen along the way included black bear, 
mule deer, Dusky grouse, Western Tanager, 
rattlesnake and many chipmunks ("mini-
bears").  The weather cooperated with seasonable 
temps, low humidity and little rain.  A massive hail 
storm on Day 1 while at Base Camp collecting our 
crew gear was the only major storm. 
 

Special thanks to Mr.Thorndike for the excellent 
flight and travel arrangements.  Scouts attending 
included Riley T., Sam W. (crew leader), Tim V., 
Austin H., Cole S. (chaplain’s aide), Evan R., Ryan H. 
and Marek S. (wilderness guide).  Leaders included 
Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Thorndike, Mr. Vath & Mr. Hillsley. 

-submitted by Mr. Hillsley 

 
 

 
• Derek J. to Troop 31B 

• Mrs. Vath to the Troop 31 Committee 

• Ms. Hall to the Troop 31 Committee 

 
Are you the parent of a Scout new to Troop 31? Want 
to know how you can lend support? Let Committee 
Chair Kelly Walker know at kelmick@aol.com and she 
will be thrilled to assist you. 
 

Rank up 

         
-Rankup meeting, 7/2/24, photos by Mrs. Messner 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Follow Troop 31 on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/Troop31StateCollegePa 
 
 

Visit www.troop31.us for more information. 
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Leadership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(t) Fully trained for position   (w) Wood Badge 
 
SCOUTMASTERS 

Ken Hillsley B  (t) 814-360-8914 klh124@psu.edu                         
 
Neil Sullivan G (t) 202.210.8398 sneilus@yahoo.com  
 
ASSISTANT SCOUTMASTERS 

Kurt Baker  (t) 814-867-5702 kfb3@psu.edu                 
Program 

Brian Brandenburg (t) (w)  brian.brandenburg123@gmail.com             
Cathleen Cahill  
David Dunklebarger (t) 
Paul Haris (t)    paulharis@aol.com  
Christina Hill (t)   chill9687@gmail.com   

John Messner (t)   j.messner@me.com                   
     
Brian Opperman (t)   brianbob99@gmail.com  

Jeannie Peters B (t)  (w)  jpp198@gmail.com                   
Andrew K. Sandoval-Strausz  aksandov@gmail.com  
William Sitzabee   wes25@psu.edu      
Phil Thorndike (t)   jpthorndike87@gmail.com   

Aaron Vath (t)   avath@progressrail.com              
 
TROOP COMMITTEE 

Kelly Walker (t)   kelmick@aol.com                   
Chair – Boys 
 

Nicholas Peters (t)  814-852-9468 nickjp121@gmail.com               
Chair – Girls 
 

Don O’Connell 814-330-5121 doconnell@t2binteriors.com     
Chartered Org. Rep. 
 
Alan Wrye (t) 814-237-0108 awwrye@comcast.net 
Advancement  
 
Chris Rand    t31treasurer@gmail.com     
Treasurer 

Phil Thorndike (t)   jpthorndike87@gmail.com        
Quartermaster 
 
 

 troop shed key 

                                 
 

 
 

 
 

TROOP COMMITTEE 
Rick Marboe  (t) (w) 814-880-5199 rick@marboe.com 
Adult Training 
 
Kelly Walker (t)   kelmick@aol.com     
Hospitality  
 
Lori Smith    lasmith723@gmail.com  
Newsletter 
 
Katie Brumberg (t)   katie.brumberg@gmail.com  
Merit Badge Coordinator 
 
Emily Brandenburg    emmyg53@gmail.com  
Adult Volunteer Clearance Coord. 
 
Ken Hillsley (t)   klh124@psu.edu   
Summer Camp Coordinator 
 
Tory Jenkins (t)   tory.jenkins@gmail.com  
Webelos Coordinator 
 
Gargi Bhattacharyya   gargi.bt@gmail.com  
Trading Post  
 
Anne Messner (t) (w)   messnerski@gmail.com  
Community Service Coordinator 
 
(open) 
Fundraising Chair 
 
 
ADVISORS  
Brian Brandenburg                brian.brandenburg123@gmai.com 
Webmaster Advisor 
 
Jodi Vender (t)   jvender@gmail.com   
Historian Advisor 
 
(open)     
Chaplain Advisor 
 
Anne Messner (t) (w)   messnerski@gmail.com 
Scribe Advisor B 
 
  
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS    

Bernadette Brezovec (t)     
Tracy Burns (t) 
Craig Colwell 
David Eng    davideng321@gmail.com  
Monena Hall 
Mechteld Hillsley 
Hyeseon Kim (t) 
Frank Savino (t) 
Mignon Vath 

 
 

ERS 
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