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Backpacker Lite Recap 

 
On the first weekend of June, Scouts and Scouters, 18 in all, hit 
the trail in the Moshannon State Forest for two days of back-
packing.  Experience ranged from some adults with Philmont 
experience to Scouts heading to Philmont to first-time back-
packers (Scouts and Adults).   
 

We camped at the Troop's favorite site, Smay's Run, where we 
sampled the finest of freeze-dried cuisine, hung our hammocks, 
set up our tents, filtered tasty stream water and fell asleep to the 
sounds of the forest.   
 

We also made a side hike to the two Ralph's vistas along the 
Allegheny Front where a Scout was heard to remark, "This is 
Magnificent" and "This is Pretty Good".  Ground covered: 15 
miles. 
 

Special thanks to Mrs. Brezovec for loaning the truck. 
-submitted by Mr. Baker 

 
 

New Leadership  
 
Congratulations to Lincoln and Ceci S. who 
were sworn in as the new Senior Patrol 
Leaders for the boys and girls troops.  Their 
terms will run June 1 – November 30, 2024. 

 
                                                                                                                     -photo by Mrs. Messner 

 
Backpacker Lite, 6/1-2/24 

news & views 
         BSA Troop 31 
   State College, PA 

 
 
 
 
 

  July 2024 
 

NITTANY VALLLEY DISTRICT, JUNIATA VALLEY COUNCIL *CHARTERED BY SC DOWNTOWN ROTARY 
 

UPCOMING  

July 2 
Adult Leaders Meeting, 6pm, St. Paul’s 
PLC meeting, 7pm, St. Paul’s 
 

July 7 
Eagle Court of Honor, 3pm, PSU Golf Course 
 

July 7, 21 
Fitness MB, 4:30pm, SCAHS track 
 

July 9 
Swimming, 6:30-8pm, Welch Pool 
 

July 10 
Committee Meeting, 7pm, St. Paul’s 
 

July 12 
Trash Crew @ Arts Fest, 12-3pm and 3-6pm 
 

July 14-20 
Summer Camp @ Seven Mountains 
 

July 23 
Troop Games, 6:30-8pm, Circleville Park 
 

July 30 
Canoeing, 6:30-8pm, Colyer Lake 
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RSVP via Google doc – check your email 

 

Scout Night at the Spikes 
 

On July 27, the State College Spikes will be 
hosting a Scout Night Game that will be full of 
exciting and memorable events for Scouts 
culminating in a fireworks display, limited 
edition Spikes Patch, movie on the video board and 
camp out in the ballpark.  Tickets are $13 each and 
the deadline to purchase is July 19. 
 
Ticket link: 

https://www.ticketreturn.com/prod2new/GroupPo
rtalPEC.asp?HoldID=2714&SponsorID=17082&Even
tID=341288 
 
 

 
 

 

Follow Troop 31 on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/Troop31StateCollegePa 
 
 

Visit www.troop31.us for more information. 

Flag Day 
 

 
Elks Flag Day Ceremony, American Legion Post 245, 6/18/24, photo by Mrs. Walker 

 
 

Trash Crew 

 

Do you want to be part of ‘The Proud, The Few, The 
Green Crew’?  Our Troops will be supporting the Arts 
Fest event by working 2 trash crew shifts on Friday, 
July 12 from Noon to 3 pm and 3 pm to 6 pm.  Please 
consider volunteering for one or both of the shifts.  
Scouts, leaders and adults are asked to join.  Check 
your email for a signup or contact Mrs. Messner at 
messnerski@gmail.com  
 

Mining Camp Opportunity 
 

 

 
 

https://www.ticketreturn.com/prod2new/GroupPortalPEC.asp?HoldID=2714&SponsorID=17082&EventID=341288
https://www.ticketreturn.com/prod2new/GroupPortalPEC.asp?HoldID=2714&SponsorID=17082&EventID=341288
https://www.ticketreturn.com/prod2new/GroupPortalPEC.asp?HoldID=2714&SponsorID=17082&EventID=341288
mailto:messnerski@gmail.com
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(t) Fully trained for position   (w) Wood Badge 
 
SCOUTMASTERS 

Ken Hillsley B  (t) 814-360-8914 klh124@psu.edu                         
 
Neil Sullivan G (t) 202.210.8398 sneilus@yahoo.com  
 
ASSISTANT SCOUTMASTERS 

Kurt Baker  (t) 814-867-5702 kfb3@psu.edu                 
Program 

Brian Brandenburg (t) (w)  brian.brandenburg123@gmail.com             
Cathleen Cahill  
David Dunklebarger (t) 
Paul Haris (t)    paulharis@aol.com  
Christina Hill (t)   chill9687@gmail.com   

John Messner (t)   j.messner@me.com                   
     
Brian Opperman (t)   brianbob99@gmail.com  

Jeannie Peters B (t)  (w)  jpp198@gmail.com                   
Andrew K. Sandoval-Strausz  aksandov@gmail.com  
William Sitzabee   wes25@psu.edu      
Phil Thorndike (t)   jpthorndike87@gmail.com   

Aaron Vath (t)   avath@progressrail.com              
 
TROOP COMMITTEE 

Kelly Walker (t)   kelmick@aol.com                   
Chair – Boys 
 

Nicholas Peters (t)  814-852-9468 nickjp121@gmail.com               
Chair – Girls 
 

Don O’Connell 814-330-5121 doconnell@t2binteriors.com     
Chartered Org. Rep. 
 
Alan Wrye (t) 814-237-0108 awwrye@comcast.net 
Advancement  
 
Chris Rand    t31treasurer@gmail.com     
Treasurer 

Phil Thorndike (t)   jpthorndike87@gmail.com        
Quartermaster 
 
 

 troop shed key 

                                 
 

 
 

 
 

TROOP COMMITTEE 
Rick Marboe  (t) (w) 814-880-5199 rick@marboe.com 
Adult Training 
 
Kelly Walker (t)   kelmick@aol.com     
Hospitality  
 
Lori Smith    lasmith723@gmail.com  
Newsletter 
 
Katie Brumberg (t)   katie.brumberg@gmail.com  
Merit Badge Coordinator 
 
Emily Brandenburg    emmyg53@gmail.com  
Adult Volunteer Clearance Coord. 
 
Ken Hillsley (t)   klh124@psu.edu   
Summer Camp Coordinator 
 
Tory Jenkins (t)   tory.jenkins@gmail.com  
Webelos Coordinator 
 
Gargi Bhattacharyya   gargi.bt@gmail.com  
Trading Post  
 
Anne Messner (t) (w)   messnerski@gmail.com  
Community Service Coordinator 
 
(open) 
Fundraising Chair 
 
 
ADVISORS  
Brian Brandenburg                brian.brandenburg123@gmai.com 
Webmaster Advisor 
 
Jodi Vender (t)   jvender@gmail.com   
Historian Advisor 
 
(open)     
Chaplain Advisor 
 
Anne Messner (t) (w)   messnerski@gmail.com 
Scribe Advisor B 
 
  
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS    

Bernadette Brezovec (t)     
Tracy Burns (t) 
Craig Colwell 
David Eng    davideng321@gmail.com  
Mechteld Hillsley 
Scott Huber (t) 
Hyeseon Kim (t) 
Frank Savino (t) 

 
 

ERS 
 

mailto:klh124@psu.edu
mailto:klh124@psu.edu
mailto:sneilus@yahoo.com
mailto:kfb3@psu.edu
mailto:kfb3@psu.edu
mailto:brian.brandenburg123@gmail.com
mailto:brian.brandenburg123@gmail.com
mailto:paulharis@aol.com
mailto:chill9687@gmail.com
mailto:j.messner@me.com
mailto:j.messner@me.com
mailto:brianbob99@gmail.com
mailto:jpp198@gmail.com
mailto:jpp198@gmail.com
mailto:aksandov@gmail.com
mailto:wes25@psu.edu
mailto:jpthorndike87@gmail.com
mailto:avath@progressrail.com
mailto:avath@progressrail.com
mailto:kelmick@aol.com
mailto:kelmick@aol.com
mailto:nickjp121@gmail.com
mailto:nickjp121@gmail.com
mailto:doconnell@t2binteriors.com
mailto:doconnell@t2binteriors.com
mailto:awwrye@comcast.net
mailto:t31treasurer@gmail.com
mailto:jpthorndike87@gmail.com
mailto:jpthorndike87@gmail.com
mailto:rick@marboe.com
mailto:kelmick@aol.com
mailto:lasmith723@gmail.com
mailto:dunklebarger@comcast.net
mailto:emmyg53@gmail.com
mailto:klh124@psu.edu
mailto:tory.jenkins@gmail.com
mailto:gargi.bt@gmail.com
mailto:messnerski@gmail.com
mailto:brian.brandenburg123@gmai.com
mailto:jvender@gmail.com
mailto:messnerski@gmail.com
mailto:davideng321@gmail.com

