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Ski Trip 

 
On Saturday February 3rd, Troop 31 made a day-trip to Seven 

Springs Mountain Resort for a full day of snow sports. We had 

11 youth from Troop 31B participate and 8 adults for a total of 

19 people. Since we had more than 10 in our group, we were 

“thrifty” in taking advantage of their 15% group discount.  

We departed State College at 6:45 am were on the slopes from 

about 9:00 to 7:00, then departed just before 8 pm to return to 

State College around 11 pm after some stopped for a bite to eat. 

We skied mostly man-made snow on slopes and trails with some 

areas uncovered showing 

grass, but the resort was 

large enough with dozens 

of skiable areas open and 

several lifts to access 

nearly the whole mountain 

from one end to the other.  

Some put their technical 
skills to work in the terrain                                    -photo by  Lincoln S. 

parks, some just enjoyed peaceful views of tree-lined trails, 

everyone had a good time on the slopes that day and our group 

sales agent at Seven Springs shared that they were glad to have 

us join them! 
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UPCOMING  

March 2 
Elks Hoop Shoot, 9:30am, Bellefonte HS 
 

March 5 
No Meeting 
 

March 10 
Home Builders Show, 11-3, The Centre 
 

March 12 
Adult Leaders Meeting, 6pm, St. Paul’s 
PLC, 7pm, St. Paul’s 
 

March 13 
Committee Meeting, 7pm, St. Paul’s 
 

March 19 
Egg Stuffing/OA Elections, 7pm, St. Paul’s 
 

March 23-24 
Pittsburgh Zoo Campout 
 
March 26 
Vet Clinic Tour, 7pm 
 
April 5-7 
Spring Camporee, Pleasant Gap Fire Co. 
 
 
 

Cover photo: Second Class Hike, Spring Creek Canyon, 2/18/24 



BSA TROOP 31 STATE COLLEGE, PA I MARCH 2024                                                                                                      2 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seeking Scoutmaster for 31G 
 

The Troop 31G Committee is actively seeking the 
next Scoutmaster for Troop 31G. The requirements 
are as follows: you must be currently registered 
and fully trained as an Assistant Scoutmaster for 
Troop 31G.  Preference will be given to candidates 
who have completed Wood Badge.   
 

If you are interested in taking over as Scoutmaster 
for Troop 31G, please see Jeannie or Nick Peters 
for an application and return it to Nick Peters, 
Committee Chair for Troop 31G at 
nickjp121@gmail.com no later than March 1, 
2024.  Interviews with all candidates will 
be scheduled prior to March 12, 2024. 

                       

                                 
 

 

 

 

 Scribe Corner 
 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the Ed 
Brezovec Fund.  Mr. Brezovec was very important 
to this Troop. This fund is a great way to honor 
him. Thank you for your support. 
 

By Ryan H., Scribe 
 

 

 

Elks Hoop Shoot Contest     

 
Four to five Scouts in Class A uniforms are needed for 
the Elks Hoop Shoot Contest on Saturday, March 2nd, 
2024 at the Bellefonte Area High School gym.  Arrival 
time is 9:30am and the opening ceremonies with flag 
presentation will start at 10:00.  Adult help is also 
needed.  Service hours are available.  If interested, let 
Mrs. Messner know at messnerski@gmail.com                       
                                                                                                           
 
 

    Home Expo          
 

Six to eight scouts in Class A uniforms are needed on 
Sunday, March 10th from 11AM to 3PM to help with 
Kid’s Day at the Builder’s Association of Central PA 
(BACP) Home Expo. Nittany Valley Sports Centre. 
Adult help is also needed.  Service hours are available.  
If interested, contact Mrs. Messner at 
messnerski@gmail.com  
 

Night Hike 

 

        
-Musser Gap hike, 2/20/24, photos by Mrs. Cahill 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Follow Troop 31 on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/Troop31StateCollegePa 
 
 

Visit www.troop31.us for more information. 

mailto:t31treasurer@gmail.com
mailto:nickjp121@gmail.com
mailto:messnerski@gmail.com
mailto:messnerski@gmail.com
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Patrol Bonding Campout 
 
It was pretty chilly at 7 Mountains Scout Camp for the Patrol Bonding 
Campout February 23-25. We had lows in the 20s at night, and it barely got 
above freezing during the day Saturday. But we had a great fire on Friday 

night, and it burned all day Saturday from 8 am until 
about 10 pm!  
 
The Scouts built an axe yard, played volleyball and gaga ball, 
and hiked many miles of trails. We had advancement, we had 
some awesome food, and we had zero cases of frostbite. So 
all in all it was a success.  

-photo by Mrs. Cahill 
                   -photo by Mrs. Cahill 

 
 

 

Pittsburgh Zoo Campout 
 
What:  We've arranged a behind the scenes tour of the Zoo which emphasizes how a zoo operates and what 
sort of careers are available at a Zoo.  After that we'll be able to explore the Zoo on our own.  We'll be 
camping (one night/Saturday) at BSA Camp Guyasuta which is about 5 minutes from the Zoo.  We'll also have 
time to see one or two other attractions in Pittsburgh and/or on the way home. 
 
When: 23-24 March 2024.  Because our tour starts at 10:15AM, we'll be meeting at 6:45AM 
Saturday at  Levin Furniture for the drive to Pittsburgh.  We expect to return to State College around 3PM on 
Sunday. 
 
Wear:  Class A for travel, Zoo tour, flag ceremonies, other attractions; Class B for in camp 
 
Pack: Normal gear for a campout (only one night); daypack, good walking shoes and water bottle for the Zoo; 
snacks for the drive. 
 
Sign-up Deadline: Because we are required to give the Zoo a head count and full payment two weeks in 
advance of our tour, sign-up deadline for this campout is earlier than normal. Sign-up by Friday, 8 March 
2024 at noon.  This will allow us to get the paperwork scanned and payment to the Zoo before they close that 
day.  We don't need your permission slip or payment then; you can bring it to one of the March Troop 
meetings.  But you DO need to sign up NLT Friday, 8 March 2024 at noon. 
 
Permission slip: https://app.box.com/s/67ivlbkufv03cg8prnzo3hab0gvl5hgp 
 
Sign up:https://forms.gle/BuFZNT7sSs9ARgoWA  Note:  we need a minimum of 15 Scouts to make this tour 
happen, so sign up today! 
 

 

https://app.box.com/s/67ivlbkufv03cg8prnzo3hab0gvl5hgp
https://forms.gle/BuFZNT7sSs9ARgoWA
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Leadership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(t) Fully trained for position   (w) Wood Badge 
 
SCOUTMASTERS 

Ken Hillsley  (t) 814-360-8914 klh124@psu.edu                         

Jeannie Peters  (t) (w) G    jpp198@gmail.com                        
 
ASSISTANT SCOUTMASTERS 

Kurt Baker  (t) 814-867-5702 kfb3@psu.edu                 
Program 

Brian Brandenburg   brian.brandenburg123@gmail.com             
Cathleen Cahill  
David Dunklebarger (t) 
Paul Haris (t)    paulharis@aol.com  
Christina Hill (t)   chill9687@gmail.com  

John Messner   j.messner@me.com                 
     
Brian Opperman   brianbob99@gmail.com  
Jeannie Peters B (t)  (w)  jpp198@gmail.com 
Andrew K. Sandoval-Strausz  aksandov@gmail.com  
William Sitzabee   wes25@psu.edu  
Neil Sullivan G (t)   sneilus@yahoo.com  
Phil Thorndike (t)   jpthorndike87@gmail.com   

Aaron Vath   avath@progressrail.com                
 
TROOP COMMITTEE 

Kelly Walker (t)   kelmick@aol.com                 
Chair – Boys 
 

Nicholas Peters (t)  814-852-9468 nickjp121@gmail.com               
Chair – Girls 
 

Don O’Connell 814-330-5121 doconnell@t2binteriors.com     
Chartered Org. Rep. 
 
Alan Wrye (t) 814-237-0108 awwrye@comcast.net 
Advancement  
 
Chris Rand    t31treasurer@gmail.com     
Treasurer B/G 

Phil Thorndike (t)   jpthorndike87@gmail.com        
Quartermaster 
 
 

 troop shed key 
 

 
 

TROOP COMMITTEE 
Rick Marboe  (t) (w) 814-880-5199 rick@marboe.com 
Adult Training 
 
Kelly Walker (t)   kelmick@aol.com     
Hospitality  
 
Lori Smith    lasmith723@gmail.com  
Newsletter 
 
Katie Brumberg (t)   katie.brumberg@gmail.com  
Merit Badge Coordinator 
 
Emily Brandenburg    emmyg53@gmail.com  
Adult Volunteer Clearance Coord. 
 
Ken Hillsley (t)   klh124@psu.edu   
Summer Camp Coordinator 
 
Tory Jenkins (t)   tory.jenkins@gmail.com  
Webelos Coordinator 
 
Gargi Bhattacharyya   gargi.bt@gmail.com  
Trading Post  
 
Anne Messner (t) (w)   messnerski@gmail.com  
Community Service Coordinator 
 
(open) 
Fundraising Chair 
 
 
ADVISORS  
Brian Brandenburg                brian.brandenburg123@gmai.com 
Webmaster Advisor 
 
Jodi Vender (t)   jvender@gmail.com   
Historian Advisor 
 
(open)     
Chaplain Advisor 
 
Anne Messner (t) (w)   messnerski@gmail.com 
Scribe Advisor 
 
  
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS    

Bernadette Brezovec (t)     
Tracy Burns (t) 
Craig Colwell 
David Eng    davideng321@gmail.com  
Mechteld Hillsley 
Scott Huber (t) 
Hyeseon Kim (t) 
Frank Savino (t) 

Jon Pitt (t)  717-222-0257
 jonathanspitt@gmail.com 

 
ASSISTANT SCOUTMAST 

 
 

ERS 
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