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NASCAR Campout 
 
The Glen.  Watkins Glen, that is.  Although this is the 15th year for 
this Scouting event being held in conjunction with NASCAR race 
weekend at the Glen, this will be the first time Troop 31 has 
attended.  This Camporee-style event will give us the opportunity 
to see nationally known drivers racing for the NASCAR 
championship, feature racing-related Scouting activities and 
provide a unique camping experience for all who attend. 
 
Specifically, the weekend will include: 
--camping in a Scout-only campground on the track property 
--Tickets to two NASCAR races (one Saturday, one Sunday) 
--Coffee & Donuts with the Track President 
--Driver Q&A 
--Smores with the Track President 
--Saturday evening movie 
--Racing-oriented merit badge workshops 
--A patch 
 
Sign-up deadline is the Troop meeting on Tuesday, September 10. 
 
Check your email for the sign-up link and permission slip. 
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UPCOMING  

September 3 
Biking and Ultimate Frisbee, 6:30pm,  
Harvest Fields 
 

September 8 & 22 
Tenderfoot and Personal Fitness, 4:30pm 
State High South Track 
 

September 10 
Court of Honor, 6:30pm, Circleville Park 
 

September 11 
Committee Meeting, 7pm, St. Paul’s 
 

September 13-15 
NASCAR Campout, Watkins Glen, NY 
 

September 17 
Adult Leaders Meeting, 6pm, St. Paul’s 
PLC meeting, 7pm, St. Paul’s 
 

September 24 
Troop meeting, 7pm 
 

October 11-13 
Nittany District Fall Camporee 
 
***  Next year's high adventure trip will be to 
the Summit Bechtel Reserve in West Virginia. 
Make sure to attend the October 15 troop 
meeting to find out all the details about this 
fun trip. 
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“What does the Troop Committee do, anyway?” 
 
Thanks for asking! The troop committee is a cross between a board 
of directors and a parent support group. It meets once a month and 
handles administrative functions, allowing the Scoutmaster and 
assistant Scoutmasters to focus on working directly with the Scouts. 
Committee members are also called upon to sit on Boards of Review 
at all levels of Scouting. 
 
A robust troop committee supports an effective scouting 
program.  Current Committee members serve as Committee Chair, 
Treasurer, Merit Badge Chair, Advancement Chair, Quartermaster 
Advisor, Adult Clearances Coordinator, Health Forms Coordinator, 
Webmaster Advisor, Community Service Chair, Trading Post 
Coordinator, and more. 
 
Want to help?? Below is a list of available roles for adults within the 
troop committee. 
 
Hospitality Chair/Co Chair 

• Coordinates planning and set up at Troop events such as 
Troop Courts of Honor, Klondike Derby Station, Holiday 
Camp, and some recruiting events. 

• Arranges for food by making a sign up for potlucks. 

• Reserves venues for events when needed. 

• Maintains Troop Hospitality supply bin 
 
Secretary 

• Keep minutes of meetings and send out committee 
meeting notices. 

• Consolidates/Centralizes email communication 

• Handle publicity. 

• At each meeting, report the minutes of the previous 
meeting. 

 
Fundraising Chair 

• Ensures there are ample opportunities for Scouts to raise 
funds for Scouting activities. 

• Confirms the fundraising activity is approved by Council 

• Communicates with Treasurer 

• Reports at monthly meetings 
 
Outdoor Activities Coordinator 

• Help in securing permission to use camping sites. 

• Serve as transportation coordinator. 

• Ensure a monthly outdoor program. 

• Promote, through family meetings, attendance at troop 
campouts, camporees, and summer camp. 

• Report to the troop committee at each meeting. 
 
Training Coordinator 

• Ensure troop leaders and committee members have 
completed position specific training. 

• Report to the troop committee at each meeting. 

• Assist in orientation to new parents. 

• Be watchful that the troop is taking all steps to ensure 
youth safety. 

 
So many opportunities! We encourage all parents who would like to 
support the Troop to find a role that suits their skills and interests. To 
learn more, contact Kelly Walker at kelmick@aol.com. 
 

Thank you 

Thank you to all who helped 
helped with the Downtown 
Rotary’s Ice Cream Fest which   
was a big success.  And a special  
thank you to Teddy A. for being 
Daniel Tiger! 
 
 

 
 

 
Annual Planning meeting, 8/20/24, Bernel Rd. Park, photo by Mr. Hillsley 

 
 

 
10-mile hike, 8/25/24, Allegheny Front Trail, photo by Mr. Hillsley 

 
 

Position card 
 

This is currently a vacant position.  Let Mr. Hillsley or 
Mr. Sullivan know if you are interested.  

 

  
 

 

mailto:kelmick@aol.com
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Leadership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(t) Fully trained for position   (w) Wood Badge 
 
SCOUTMASTERS 

Ken Hillsley B  (t) 814-360-8914 klh124@psu.edu                         
 
Neil Sullivan G (t) 202.210.8398 sneilus@yahoo.com  
 
ASSISTANT SCOUTMASTERS 

Kurt Baker  (t) 814-867-5702 kfb3@psu.edu                 
Program 

Brian Brandenburg (t) (w)  brian.brandenburg123@gmail.com             
Cathleen Cahill  
David Dunklebarger (t) 
Paul Haris (t)    paulharis@aol.com  
Christina Hill (t)   chill9687@gmail.com   

John Messner (t)   j.messner@me.com                   
     
Brian Opperman (t)   brianbob99@gmail.com  

Jeannie Peters B (t)  (w)  jpp198@gmail.com                   
Andrew K. Sandoval-Strausz  aksandov@gmail.com  
William Sitzabee   wes25@psu.edu      
Phil Thorndike (t)   jpthorndike87@gmail.com   

Aaron Vath (t)   avath@progressrail.com              
 
TROOP COMMITTEE 

Kelly Walker (t)   kelmick@aol.com                   
Chair – Boys 
 

Nicholas Peters (t)  814-852-9468 nickjp121@gmail.com               
Chair – Girls 
 

Don O’Connell 814-330-5121 doconnell@t2binteriors.com     
Chartered Org. Rep. 
 
Alan Wrye (t) 814-237-0108 awwrye@comcast.net 
Advancement  
 
Chris Rand    t31treasurer@gmail.com     
Treasurer 

Phil Thorndike (t)   jpthorndike87@gmail.com        
Quartermaster 
 
 

 troop shed key 

                                 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 

 

Follow Troop 31 on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/Troop31StateCollegePa 
 
 

Visit www.troop31.us for more information. 

TROOP COMMITTEE 
Rick Marboe  (t) (w) 814-880-5199 rick@marboe.com 
Adult Training 
 
Kelly Walker (t)   kelmick@aol.com     
Hospitality  
 
Lori Smith    lasmith723@gmail.com  
Newsletter 
 
Katie Brumberg (t)   katie.brumberg@gmail.com  
Merit Badge Coordinator 
 
Emily Brandenburg    emmyg53@gmail.com  
Adult Volunteer Clearance Coord. 
 
Ken Hillsley (t)   klh124@psu.edu   
Summer Camp Coordinator 
 
Tory Jenkins (t)   tory.jenkins@gmail.com  
Webelos Coordinator 
 
Gargi Bhattacharyya   gargi.bt@gmail.com  
Trading Post  
 
Anne Messner (t) (w)   messnerski@gmail.com  
Community Service Coordinator 
 
(open) 
Fundraising Chair 
 
 
ADVISORS  
Brian Brandenburg                brian.brandenburg123@gmai.com 
Webmaster Advisor 
 
Jodi Vender (t)   jvender@gmail.com   
Historian Advisor 
 
(open)     
Chaplain Advisor 
 
Anne Messner (t) (w)   messnerski@gmail.com 
Scribe Advisor B 
 
  
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS    

Bernadette Brezovec (t)     
Tracy Burns (t) 
Craig Colwell 
David Eng    davideng321@gmail.com  
Monena Hall 
Mechteld Hillsley 
Hyeseon Kim (t) 
Frank Savino (t) 
Mignon Vath 
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