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Holiday Campout 

We had great turnout with 17 Scouts and 8 adults 
“camping out” in the 7MSC dining hall. For many scouts, it was 
their first Holiday and what a time it was. Sleeping forts were built 
and games were played. We even took a short night hike to the 
playing fields to catch part of the meteor shower on Friday. There 
was also time for patrol bonding. Our new patrols had the 
opportunity to make patrol flags & clean out patrol boxes. 

On Saturday, we took some time out of gaming to give 
back with two service projects. Half of our troop helped Seven 
Mountains by clearing the road of the clumps of frozen mud 
displaced by the current construction project (the expansion of 
the camp lake is looking good). A second group of Scouts stayed 
inside & helped decorate Jared Box containers for Pack 375. 

That evening we welcomed more parents, friends, and 
family to celebrate our court of honor and enjoy our annual 
turkey dinner. Each of our patrols also shared their newly created 
flags while Mr. Sullivan handed out new patrol patches. After the 
ceremony, we settled in for a shared holiday meal.  

A big shout out to Ms. Walker for organizing the adult 
volunteers in the kitchen.  She coordinated a delicious menu of 
fresh donuts for breakfast, cozy chili for lunch, and an amazing 
turkey dinner. Indeed, a hearty thank you goes out to everyone 
who lent a hand in the kitchen. Another shoutout goes to our 
Holiday Camp turkey donors: David Eng, Lacey Goldberg, Lori 
Smith, Christine Clouse and Joe Davidson.  Also, thanks to 
everyone who brought a delicious dessert - they were all so good! 
Lastly, thanks to Mr. Marboe (our Campmaster and donut fryer) 
and Ms. Cahill, Mr. Sullivan and all of the adult leaders. 
 

 

 
Holiday Campout, 12/6-8/24 

news & views 
         BSA Troop 31 
   State College, PA 

 
 
 
 
 

  Winter 2025 
 

NITTANY VALLLEY DISTRICT, JUNIATA VALLEY COUNCIL *CHARTERED BY SC DOWNTOWN ROTARY 
 

UPCOMING  

February 6 (Thursday) 
Palmer Museum Tour, 6:30pm 
 

February 9 
Scout Sunday, 10:30am, St. Paul’s 
 

February 11 
Skiing, 7pm, Tussey Mountain 
 

February 12 
Committee Meeting, 7pm, St. Paul’s 
 

February 18 
Troop Meeting, 7pm, St. Paul’s 
 

February 25 
Bowling, 7pm 
 

February 28 – March 2 
Mystery Campout 
 

March 1 
Elks Hoop Shoot 
 

March 22-23 
Merit Badge U, 7MSC 

               
SAVE THE DATE:  
Adult ASMs who need training: 
*  Intro to Outdoor Leader Skills (IOLS): 
April 26-27 at Seven Mtns Scout Camp 
*  Wilderness First Aid (WFA): 
February 15-16 at Halfmoon Township Bldg 
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Welcome! 

 

Welcome our new treasurer, Jennifer Wissemann! 
The Troop thanks you for stepping in to this 
important role. 
 

 
 

Troop Accounts 
 

Your Troop account is where any earned fundraising 
monies go, as well as any additional funding you 
wish to supply.  Your Troop account can be used for 
any Scouting expenses: gear, campouts, dues, etc. 
 

 

Blessing Box 
Reminder that Downtown State College Rotary has a 
blessing box in Sidney Friedman Park for toiletry and 
personal care items.  Their current needs are: 
 

Small Hairbrush/Comb Socks 
Hand Warmers  Rain Poncho 
Deodorant   Nail Clippers/Files 
Travel-size packs of tissues Lip Balm 
Feminine Hygiene Products 
Winter Hats/Gloves/Scarves 
Small packs of band-aids/first aid kit 
Granola bars – other individually packaged snacks 
 

 
 

 
Ice skating, Pegula Ice Arena, 1/3/25 

 
 
 

 

  
 

  
 

  
Holiday Campout Patrols 

 

Summer Camp 
 

Troop 31 is going to Tuscarora Scout Reservation in 
Binghampton, NY for summer camp July 13-19.  Submit 
your $100 deposit to Mr. Sullivan by March 25 to 
secure the early bird rate. 
 

 
 

Elks Hoop Shoot 

The Elks Hoop Shoot is looking for volunteers for the 
flag ceremony on Saturday, March 1st, 2025.  If 
interested, please contact Mrs. Messner at 
messnerski@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Thank you 
 
A special thank you to the Adult Leaders who ventured 
out to Seven Mountains Scout Camp for Klondike 
Derby on January 25, and kudos to our sled team for 
competing. 
 

 

 

mailto:messnerski@gmail.com


BSA TROOP 31 STATE COLLEGE, PA I WINTER 2025                                                                                                      3 

  
 

Leadership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(t) Fully trained for position   (w) Wood Badge 
 
SCOUTMASTER 
 
Neil Sullivan (t) 202.210.8398 sneilus@yahoo.com  
 
ASSISTANT SCOUTMASTERS 

Kurt Baker  (t) 814-867-5702 kfb3@psu.edu                 
Program 

Brian Brandenburg (t) (w)  brian.brandenburg123@gmail.com             
Cathleen Cahill    cdcahill@gmail.com  
Christine Clouse   artzkitten@gmail.com  
Lacey Goldberg   lks187@psu.edu  
Corina Graif   corina.graif@gmail.com  
Nathan Hall   nfhall@gmail.com  
Paul Haris (t)    paulharis@aol.com  

Ken Hillsley (t)   klh124@psu.edu                          
Christina Hill (t)   chill9687@gmail.com   

John Messner (t)   j.messner@me.com                   
     
Brian Opperman (t)   brianbob99@gmail.com  

Jeannie Peters (t)  (w)   jpp198@gmail.com                   
Andrew K. Sandoval-Strausz  aksandov@gmail.com    
Phil Thorndike (t)   jpthorndike87@gmail.com   

Aaron Vath (t)   avath@progressrail.com              
Jodi Vender (t)   jvender@gmail.com  
Michael Wissemann   michael.w.wissemann@gmail.com  
 
TROOP COMMITTEE 

Kelly Walker (t)   kelmick@aol.com                   
Chair 

Don O’Connell 814-330-5121 doconnell@t2binteriors.com     
Chartered Org. Rep. 

Nick Peters 814-852-9468 nickjp121@gmail.com                
Council Representative 
 
Monena Hall 
Secretary 
 
Alan Wrye (t) 814-237-0108 awwrye@comcast.net 
Advancement  
 
Chris Rand    t31treasurer@gmail.com     
Treasurer 

Phil Thorndike (t)   jpthorndike87@gmail.com        
Quartermaster 
 
 

 troop shed key 
 
 

 
 

 

Follow Troop 31 on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/Troop31StateCollegePa 
 
 

Visit www.troop31.us for more information. 

TROOP COMMITTEE 
Rick Marboe  (t) (w) 814-880-5199 rick@marboe.com 
Adult Training 
 
Kelly Walker (t)   kelmick@aol.com     
Hospitality  
 
Lori Smith    lasmith723@gmail.com  
Newsletter 
 
Katie Brumberg (t)   katie.brumberg@gmail.com  
Merit Badge Coordinator 
 
Emily Brandenburg    emmyg53@gmail.com  
Adult Volunteer Clearance Coord. 
 
Ken Hillsley (t)   klh124@psu.edu   
Summer Camp Coordinator 
 
Tory Jenkins (t)   tory.jenkins@gmail.com  
Webelos Coordinator 
 
Gargi Bhattacharyya   gargi.bt@gmail.com  
Trading Post  
 
Anne Messner (t) (w)   messnerski@gmail.com  
Community Service Coordinator 
 
(open) 
Fundraising Chair 
 
 
ADVISORS  
Brian Brandenburg                brian.brandenburg123@gmai.com 
Webmaster Advisor 
 
Jodi Vender (t)   jvender@gmail.com   
Historian Advisor 
 
(open)     
Chaplain Advisor 
 
Anne Messner (t) (w)   messnerski@gmail.com 
Scribe Advisor  
 
  
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS    

Bernadette Brezovec (t)     
Tracy Burns (t) 
Craig Colwell 
David Eng    davideng321@gmail.com  
Monena Hall 
Mechteld Hillsley 
Hyeseon Kim (t) 
Frank Savino (t)  
Mignon Vath 

   
Gingerbread houses, 12/17/2024 
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